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Dr. BARRY SHOLLENBERGER 
Head Coach 
1978 ave Coach-of-the-Year 
Dr. Barry Shol lenberger, a veteran of the high school , junior college 
and college coaching ranks, is in his third year as head coach of the 
Western Kentucky University baseball program. 
The 37-year-old Pennsylvania native came to the Hilltoppers after a 
one-year stint at Middle Georgia College, where he led the Warriors to a 
44-10 record and the Georgia State Junior College Conference 
championship. 
In 1974 and 1975 he was assistant baseball coach at the University 
of Alabama. where he helped mold the Crimson Tide pitching staff into 
one of the strongest in the nation, Alabama's staff had a combined 
earned run average of 2.06, ninth best in the nation, in 1974 and 2.85 
in 1975. 
He spent five seasons in professional baseball after sign ing with the 
Boston Red Sox in 1961. Pitching for Waterloo, Iowa, in 1962, he led 
the Midwest League in strikeouts with 226, posted the league's lowest 
ERA at 2.14 and was named the League's Rook ie of the Year. 
However, he injured his arm in September o f that year. After be ing 
drafted to the major league roster of the Cinci nnati Reds in November, 
1962, he advanced as high as San Diego in the Class AAA Pacific Coast 
League before retiring from pro baseball in August 1965. because of 
chron ic tendonitis . 
He received the B.A. degree from Moravian College in 1965, his 
M.A. degree from Western in 1970, and the Ed .D. degree from t he 
Un iversity of Alabama in 1975. 
Shollenberger ;s married to the former Renee Ryals and they have 
two daughters, K imberly , 13, and Juli, almost 4. 
Baseball Office Pho ne : (5021 745·3348 
JOEL MURRIE 
Graduate Assistant Coach 
Joel Murr ie is in his second year as a graudate assistant coach with 
the Hi lltopper baseball program. 
He played his collegiate baseball at Chipola Junior College, 
Marianna, Fla ., which was ranked fifth nationally, before completing 
his career at the Un iversi t y of Flor ida. 
He has also spent two years in the high school coaching ranks at 
Crestview High School, Crestview, Fla .• where he compliled a 37· 12 
record. 
The 26·year·old native of Russe ll , III. , received his M .A. degree at 
Western and is currently working toward the Specialist Degree in 
education. 
UNIVERSITY INFORMATION 
Location: Bowling Green, Kentucky Conference: Ohio Va lley. NCAA 
Ni ckname: Hilltoppers Colors: Red and White 
President: Dero G. Downing Enrollment: 13,722 
Chairman, UniverSi t y Athleti c Committee: Dr . John Minton 
Athletic Director: Jo hn Oldham 
-FOR INFORMATION ON ALL SPORTS-
Sports I nformat ion Director : Paul Jus t 
Office Phone: 745·4295 Home Phone: 781-1777 
D905 
DOMINGUEZ DONATI 
KEN DOMINGUEZ - Graudate Assistant Coach 
The 24·year·old Dominguez comes to Western from Florida Coll ege, 
Temple Terrace. Fla., where he served as assistant baseball coach last 
year. 
A four-year baseball letterman as a co llegian, he played junior 
college ball at Flor ida College before completing his career at Southern 
Benedict ine College in Cullman, Al a. 
Dominguez, a player for Coach Shollenberger 's 1973 American 
Legion team in his native Tampa, Fla., is work ing toward the master's 
degree in education at Western. 
JOHN DONATI - Graduate Assistant Coach 
The 31-year-old New Jersey native recieved his B.A . from Catawba 
College (Salisbury, N.C.! in 1970, and his M.A . from Florida Atlantic 
Un iversi ty in 1972. 
John Donat i com es to Western Kentucky after three years as 
assistant baseball coach of Pol k Community College in Winter Haven. 
Fla. 
He began his coaching caree r as head coach of Frostproof High 
(Fla.! . where for two seasons he led that club to the state fi nals. 
MIKE NETHERO - Graduate Assistant Coach 
After eight years as a successful head coach in the high school ranks, 
Mike Nethero comes to Western Kentucky as a graduate assistant. 
Nethero spen t seven of those years coaching in Ohio. and last season 
he was head mentor of Sequoyah High in Atlanta. Ga., w here he was 
named head coach of Atlanta's East AII·Star team. 
The 31 ·year·old native o f Columbus, Ohio, received a B.S. degree in 
industrial education from Ohio State in 1970. and is completing a M.A 
degree in physical education at Western. 
Single Season 
Hitting 
Most at Bats: 1,378 (1978) 
Most Runs: 309 (1978) 
Most Hits: 417 (1978) 
Most Doubles: 105 (1978) 
Most Triples : 20 (1970) 
Most Home Runs: 46 (1978) 
Most Total Bases: 672 (1978) 
TEAM 
Pitching 
rviost Innings Pitched : 339 1/3 (1978) 
Lowest ERA: 2.70 (1968) 
Most Strikeouts: 249 (1977) 
Most Complete Games: 20 (1971 , 1977) 
I'v\ost Shutouts: 5 (1913, 1959. 1973. 1978) 
Most Runs Batted In: 266 (1978) 
I'v\ost Walks : 206 (1978) 
Highest Baning A ve rage : .303 (1970, 1978) 
Miscellaneous 
Most Ga mes: 46 (1978, Record : 26·19·1) 
Most Victories: 26 (1978. Record: 26·19·1) 
Longest Winning Streak: 13 (1978) ; 12 (1928) 
Single Game 
Largest Winn ing Margin: 22 (22·0 vs. Eastern Ken tucky. 1913; 24-2 'Is. 
Sethel. 1959) 20 (20-0 'Is. Campbellsville, 1977) 
Most Runs: 26 (\Is. Lindsey Wirson , 1934) 
Most Times Opponents Struck Out: 14 (Bellarmine. 1970; Austin Peay, 
' 9731 
rds 
Outlook 
When talking about the 1979 baseball season, Western Kentucky 
Head Coach Barry Shollenberger is sure of one thing. "We won 't sneak 
up on anybody like we did last year," he says. "This time everybody in 
the league will be gunning for us." 
After al" Western is coming off one of its finest seasons ever. All the 
Hilltoppers did in 1978 was post a 26-19-' record, set 24 school records 
and win the Western Division championship of the Ohio Valley 
Conference. 
Gone from last year's squad via graduation are three-time All-aVe 
first baseman Terry Tedder, who hit .325; pitcher Paul Orberson, a 
two-time All-conference performer who set a school record last year by 
winning eight games; Frank Hughes, an AII·QVC outfielder who hit 
.396 last season; and catcher David Kendall, a reliab le defensive 
specialist. 
Also gone is last season's DVe Western Division Player-of-the-Year 
Jim Atkinson_ Atkinson, who hit .408 with 11 homers and 43 RB I as a 
junior in '78 signed a pro contract with t he Montreal Expos in January, 
afte r being drafted in the 13th round. 
Shollenberger feels that a 20-game exhibition season in the fall 
helped some, but claims that the annual spring trip through Georgia, 
Alabama and Florida will be the key to bringing the team closer 
together. 
Despite the fact that nearly the enti re pitching corps of a year ago is 
back, the loss of AIl-DVe lefthander Paul Orberson is of concern to 
Shollenberger. 
"We lost our horse in Orberson, he was our big stopper," says 
Shollenberger. 
Heading the l ist of returnees is senior righthander Mark Biven, who 
"came on strong at the end of last season," according to Shollenberger. 
Biven finished the year with a 4-2 mark, while posting a 2.83 ERA, and 
could become the "ace" of the staff this spring. 
A lso back for his final year is fireballing lefthander Jeff McKinely 
13-3,5.25 ERAI . 
Another valuable returnee is senior reliever Rick Gittens, who 
spark led in the bullpen a year ago, posting a 3.16 ERA and five saves. 
Senior Wayne Denton is another experienced moundsman returning 
to this year's squad. 
No less than seven junior college transfers will be wearing a 
Hilhopper uniform for the first time t his season, and Shollenberger is 
hoping that the JUeO recruits will add needed depth to this yea r's 
staff. 
INDIVIDUAL 
Single Season 
Hitting 
Most At Bats : 167 (Frank Hughes, 1977) 
Most Runs: 45 (Frank Hughes, 1978) 
Most Hits: 57 (Frank Hughes, 1978) 
Most Doubles: 15 (Terry Tedder, 1978) 
tv10st Triples: 6 (Don Durham, 1970; Jim Zwiesler, 1971) 
Most Home Runs: 11 (Jim Atkinson, 1978) 
Most Total Bases: 101 (Frank Hughes, 1978) 
Most Runs Batted In : 43 (Jim Atkinson, 1978) 
Most Walks : 32 (David Kendall, 1978) 
Highest Batting Average (m in. 50 AB) : .418 (Don Durham, 1970 - 33 for 79) 
Fewest Strikeouts / At Bats: 2172 (Harry Jones, 1968) 
Most Stolen Bases: 15 (Mike Murray, 1977) 
Pitching 
Most Innings Pitched: 78 (Paul Orberson, 1978) 
Lowest ERA (min. 25 IP): 0.87 (Leonard Mullins, 1970) 
tv10st Strikeouts: 80 (Oon Durham, 1970) 
Most Complete Games: 8 (Don Durham, 1970; Phil Van Meter, 1971) 
Most Appearances: 16 (Rick Gittens, 1978) 
Most Victories: 8 (Paul Orberson, 1978) 
Fevvest H its/ Innings Pitched: 31/55 (Don Durham, 1970) 
Fewest Walks / Inn ings Pitched: 13/47 (Stan Markham, 1969) 
Righthander Tim Wright is the only freshman on the squad, but 
ne ... ertheless. Sho llenberger is expecting big things out of the Bowling 
Green nati ... e . 
.. you· ... e got to ha ... e good depth at catcher. and 1 feel we're in 
pretty good shape here," 
Heading the l ist is senior Mike Green, who Shollenberger calls "a 
potential all-conference player." 
Sophomore's Rene Zarate and Rick Alfonso will also get plenty of 
playing time this season. 
The only loss in the infield was three·time All-aVe first baseman 
Terry Tedder. 
Battling it out for Tedder's first base job are sophomore Mike 
Will iams and junior Walt McThenny, a transfer from Bre ... ard. Fla. 
Williams, who is also a fine pitcher, had an excellent fall exhibition 
season, hitting .343. And, McThenny was one of the top power h itters 
in the Florida JUea ranks last year. 
a ... er at second base, senior Fredd ie Carlisle, a .276 hitter who made 
only nine errors last year, has the inside track for the starting job. 
AII-aVC junior Mike Murray will again handle the shortstop 
position. Murray hi t a solid .317 last season and led the club in stolen 
bases with 13. 
At third base, Kenny Fox, a transfer from Chipola (Fla.) Junior 
College, will battle it out with A II·aVe performer Ron Rocco for the 
starting position. 
The biggest problem will be finding a replacement for departed 
AII ·aVe flychasers Jim Atk inson and Frank Hughes. 
Bowling Green senior lloyd Williford and junior transfer Ron 
Stewart appear to be the top candidates in the running for Hughes' left 
field job. 
Will iford hit .368, seeing limited playing time for Western last year, 
while Stewart was the th ird·lead ing Florida junior college hitter last 
season, batting .324 with eight homers and 33 RBi s. 
Battling it ou t for A tkinson 's right f ie ld job are senior To mmy Sapp 
and junior transfer R ick Despaux. 
Sapp hit .241 last season and showed good power with fi ... e home 
runs, while Despaux r ipped at a .288 clip, performing for Lurleen B. 
Wallace Junior College. 
The starting centerfield position will likely be held by senior 
Leonard Phillips, who hit .265 as a starter last season. 
T he designated·hitter spot will be manned by j unior transfer Joe 
Hathcock, who hit a solid .305 in the fall exh ibit ion season . 
1978 
Pitcher 
Date Opponent Result of Record 
Mar. 12 Georgia Southern W8-3 McKinley (1-(» 
Mar. 16 Miami L2-3 Biven (0·1) 
Mar. 17 Florida State L4-13 McKinley (l- l ) 
Mar. 17 Florida State L3 -16 Riggs (0·1) 
Mar . 18 Ohio University W13·11 Murray (1·0) 
Mar. 18 Columbus College L2-3 Denton 10·1 ) 
Mar. 20 Iowa University W8-7 Baker (1"()) 
Mar. 20 Iowa University W8-5 Hiryak (1"()) 
Mar. 22 GrandValley State Wll -6 Orberson (1 ·0) 
Mar. 22 Grand Valley State L4-9 McKinley 11·2) 
Mar. 23 Eastern Illinois Wll -8 Biven (1 ·1) 
Mar. 23 Eastern Illinois Ll -5 Gittens (0·1) 
Mar. 24 Eastern Illinois L4-10 Hiryak (1·1) 
Mar. 28 Louisvi lle L2-10 Orberson (1·1) 
Mar. 28 Louisville W15·10 Biven (2·1) 
Mar. 30 E ... ansville W5-0 Baker (2"()) 
Apr. 1 Murray State W3-2 Orberson (2 ·1) 
Apr. 1 Murray State W4-3 McKinley (2-2) 
Apr . 4 Kentucky Wesleyan W12-3 Biven (3-1) 
Apr. 4 Kentucky Wesleyan W14-0 Baker (3"()) 
Apr. 5 Middle Tennessee W12-1 Orberson (3-1) 
Apr . 5 Middle Tennessee W6-5 Gittens 11 ·1) 
Apr. 6 Indiana-Purdue W9-o forfeit 
·ove PIa 
Date Opponent 
1979 SchedM.le 
". Time 
Mar , 7 Alabama Tuscaloosa, Ala. 3p.m. 
Mar . 8 Auburn Aubur n, Ala. 1 :30 p.m. 
Mar. 10 Georgia Southern Statesboro, Ga . 2p,m. 
Mar. 11 Jacksonvi lle Jacksonville, Fla. 2p.m. 
Mar. 12 Florida Gai nesville. Fla . 7 :30 p.m. 
Mar. 13 Florida Ga inesville, Fla. 7:30 p.m. 
Mar . 16 South Florida Ta mpa, Fla. 7:30 p.m. 
Mar. 17 Flo r ida State Ta ll ahassee, Fla. 2 p.m. 
Mar. 20 Evansville Evansvill e. Ind . 1:30 p .m. 
Mar. 23 Grand Va lle y State Denes Fie ld 3p.m. 
Mar . 24 Grand Valley State Denes Field Jp.m. 
Mar. 26 Ferris State De nes Fie ld 1 p.m. 
Mar. 27 Ferris State Denes Field 1 p.m. 
Mar. 29 Eastern Illinois De nes Field 1 p.m. 
Mar . JO Eastern Illino is Denes Field 1 p .m. 
Mar. 3 1 +Middle Tennessee Murfreesboro, Tenn. l p.m. 
Apr. 1 +Tennessee Tech Denes Fie ld , p.m. 
Apr. 3 Louisville Denes Field 1 p.m. 
Apr. 4 David Lipscomb Nashvi lle. Ten n. 3p.m. 
Apr . 6 David Lipscomb Denes Field 3p.m. 
Apr. 7 +Eastern Kentucky Denes Field 1 p .m. 
Apr. 8 +Austin Peay Clarksville. Ten n. 1 p.m. 
Apr. 9 Trevecca Denes Field 3p.m. 
Apr . 11 +Murray State Denes Field 1 p.m. 
Apr . 13 Kentucky Wesleyan Denes Field 1 p.m. 
Apr . 14 +Middle Tennessee Denes Field 1 p .m. 
Apr . 17 Louisvi lle Louisvi ll e, Ky. 6 p .m. 
Apr. 18 +Tennessee Tec h Cookeville, Te nn. 1 p .m. 
Apr. 20 Northeastern Illinois Denes Field 1 p .m. 
Apr. 21 +Morehead State Morehead. Ky. 1 p .m. 
Ap" 22 +Eastern Kentucky Richmond, Ky. 1 p.m. 
Apr . 25 +Austin Peay Denes Field 1 p.m. 
A",. 28 +Morehead State Denes Field 1 p.m. 
Apr. 29 +Murray State Murray . Ky . 1 p.m. 
May 1 Kentucky Wesleyan Owensboro . Ky. Sp.m. 
May 2 Kentucky Denes Field 3 p.m. 
May 3·5 OVC Championship Tou rnamen t 
+Ohio Valley Conference Doubleheader 
Home Field : Nick Denes Fie ld 
esults 
Pitcher 
Date Opponent Result of Record 
Apr. 7 Campbellsville W15·4 Hiryak 12-11 
Apr. 8 Middle Tennessee W2·0 Orberson 14-1) 
Apr. 8 Middlee Tennessee W7 -, Mckinley IJ-2) 
Apr. 11 Tennessee State W16-4 M. Williams (1.()1 
Apr. 12 Aust in Peay L7-! 0 Baker (3-1) 
Apr . 12 Austin Peay W7·3 Orberson (5·11 
Apr . 13 Davi d Li pscomb L8·9 Gittens 0 -2) 
Apr. 15 Murray State L2-6 Orberson (5-21 
Apr. 15 Murray State W7-4 Biven (4-11 
Apr . 19 Austin Peay LO·2 Orberso n (5-3) 
Apr. 19 Austin Peay T2·2 
--------
Apr. 22 Morehead State L2·9 Denton (0-2) 
Apr. 22 More head State LlO·14 Riggs (0-2) 
A",. 23 Kentucky W4·2 Orberson 16-J) 
Apr . 26 David Lipscomb W12·8 Gittens (2 -21 
Apr. 27 Southern Illi nois L6· 7 Gittens (2·3) 
Apr. 27 Southe rn Il linois L7·10 Orberson 16-4) 
Apr. 28 Trevecca LO·5 McKinley (3-3) 
May 2 Kentucky Wesleyan W17·0 Orberson (7-4) 
May 2 Kentucky Wesleyan WlO-O Baker (4-1) 
May 5 -East Tennessee W8-4 Orberson 18-41 
May 5 *East Tennessee L2·3 Biven 14·21 
May 6 • East Tennessee L5-7 Baker (4·2) 
pff games 
1978 Final Statistics 
Overall: 26-19·' OVC , 8 ·3 ·1 Home: 16-8-' Away: 10·11 
Bat. Field 
Player . Pos . G AS R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB HP SO TB SB A'll. PO A E A'll. 
Rick Baker. P 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 1.000 0 0 0 .000 
Larry MitChell, OF 7 12 5 5 2 0 0 5 2 0 1 7 2 .417 0 0 0 .000 
Jim Atkinson, OF 38 120 32 49 14 2 11 43 22 0 18 100 5 .408 48 6 .982 
Frank Hughes. OF 43 144 45 57 14 0 10 42 2 1 0 15 101 9 .396 68 4 1 .986 
Lloyd Williford , P 10 19 4 7 1 0 1 4 2 0 2 11 0 .368 14 0 1 .933 
Rene Zarate. I FIe 20 38 5 13 4 0 2 9 7 0 3 23 0 .342 28 15 3 .935 
Mike Atwell, OF 27 51 13 17 4 0 0 8 12 2 11 21 4 .333 25 1 0 1.000 
Terry Tedder, 1 B 43 151 35 49 15 0 2 15 17 1 37 70 5 .325 285 23 5 .984 
Mike Murrav . 55 44 154 42 48 7 1 7 31 24 0 21 78 13 .317 77 102 18 .909 
David Hawes, OF 9 13 3 4 1 0 0 1 1 1 1 5 1 .308 1 0 0 1.000 
Ron Rocco , 38 43 135 26 40 7 1 1 23 20 1 22 52 3 .296 44 70 15 .884 
freddie Carlisle. 28 33 98 20 27 6 1 1 16 9 0 8 38 1 .276 61 49 9 .924 
Leona rd Ph illips. OF 34 83 20 22 7 1 1 12 4 0 18 34 6 .265 42 3 6 .882 
Mike Green. OH/ C 40 94 19 24 7 0 3 15 18 5 29 40 1 .255 39 5 2 .957 
Tommy Sapp, OF 30 79 11 19 7 0 5 15 2 0 11 41 0 .241 15 8 10 .697 
Charlie Payne, IF 27 67 12 15 3 0 0 8 9 1 9 18 3 .224 23 28 4 .927 
Mike Williams, P 12 21 4 4 1 0 1 2 4 0 8 8 0 .191 23 3 0 1.000 
David Kendall, C 41 83 4 14 4 0 1 15 32 3 30 21 1 .169 204 23 3 .987 
J .T. Buck. IF / OF 12 15 9 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 6 2 2 .133 0 0 1.000 
Totals 1378 309 417 105 6 46 266 206 14 240 672 56 .303 1018 409 86 .943 
Field 
Pitcher G GS CG IP H R·ER BB SO W L S ERA PO A E Avg. 
Paul Orberson 14 13 5 78 68 35·19 23 64 8 4 0 2 .19 5 11 2 .889 
T im Kellum 2 0 0 4 3 1·1 6 3 0 0 0 2.25 0 3 0 1.000 
Mark Biven 15 5 2 632/3 60 28·20 22 35 4 2 2 2.83 7 10 0 1.000 
Rick Gitte ns 16 1 0 261 / 3 28 21·'1 18 26 2 3 5 3 .16 1 8 0 1.000 
Ricky Baker 9 7 1 372/ 3 42 30·19 27 27 4 2 0 4 .53 4 2 2 .750 
Pete Hiryak 3 2 0 11 2/3 13 11-6 10 15 2 1 0 4 .63 0 8 0 1.000 
Mike Williams 7 0 0 18 20 12·10 14 14 1 0 0 5 .00 1 6 1 .875 
Jeff McKinley 13 9 2 492/ 3 47 45·29 44 21 3 3 0 5 .25 0 9 2 .778 
Lloyd Williford 3 0 0 5 6 5-4 6 0 0 0 0 7.20 0 0 0 .000 
Wayne Denton 5 3 0 11 16 16·10 11 11 0 2 0 8.18 1 4 0 1.000 
Mike Riggs 5 3 0 18 23 23 ·20 13 14 0 2 0 10.00 2 6 0 1.000 
Mel Stewart 3 0 41 /3 6 7· 5 6 6 0 0 0 10.47 0 1 1 .000 
Others 3 0 12 19 13·7 7 4 1 0 0 5.25 0 0 0 .000 
Tota ls 45 10 339 113 351 242·161 207 240 25 19 7 4 ,27 21 68 8 ,918 
Returnees In Bold Face 
1979 Roster 
Player Pos. B·T Hr, Wr, C/, Ltrs. Hometown Pla yer Pos. B·T H t. Wr, C/, Ltrs. Hometown 
Rick Alfonso C A· A 5·9 170 So, 0 Tampa, Fla . Jeff McKinley P A· L 6 ·2 190 S" 3 Campbellsville, Ky . 
R ick Baker P A· R 6 ·1 175 j " 2 Reisterstown. Md. Walt McThenny lB A· A 5-11 190 j " 0 Melbourne, Fla. 
R ick Becker P R· R 6 ·4 205 j " 0 Cincinnati, Ohio Mike Murray SS R· A 6 ·0 175 j" 2 Fort M itchell , Ky . 
Mark Biven P A·A 5·10 190 S ... 3 Louisvi lle, Ky . Charlie Payne 26 L·R 5·8 155 S" 1 Goodlettsville, Tenn . 
Freddie Carlisle 26 L·A 5·8 160 S" 1 A lbany. Ga. Leonard Ph illips OF L· L 6·1 190 S" Roswell, Ga. 
Wayn e Denton P R· L 5-11 160 S" 1 Old Hickory . Tenn. Ron Rocco 38 A· A 6 ·0 185 k Braddock Hills , Pa . 
Rick Despaux OF A·A 6 ·1 180 j ... 0 Crestview, F la . Tommy Sapp OF A· R 6 ·0 180 S" 1 Loganville. Ga. 
Kenny Fox 38 A·A 6 ·1 175 k 0 Nassau, Bahamas Ron Stewart OF A·A 6 ·0 175 k 0 Tampa, Fla . 
Rick Gittens P A·A 5·10 180 S" 1 Gainesville, Fla. Marty Varnadoe P A· A 5·11 175 j ... 0 Griffin, Ga. 
L~rry Glasscock P L· L 6 ·2 215 j" 0 Lou isvi lle , Ky . Mark Williams P A· A 6 ·1 180 k 0 Tampa, Fla . 
Mike Green C L· A 6 ·0 180 S" 2 Gainosville, Fl a. Mike Williams P·1B A·A 6·1 200 So, 1 Shelbyville, Ky . 
Joe Hathcock DH A· A 5,8 200 j" 0 Tuscaloosa, Ala . Lloyd Will i ford OF A·A 6 ·0 170 S ... 1 Bowling Green, Ky . 
Ben Jones P L· L 6 ·0 175 j" 0 Mobile, Ala . Tim Wright P A· A 5· 11 180 F ... 0 Bowling Green, Ky . 
Marty Mason P A·A 6 ·1 175 j" 0 Montgo mery . Ala. Rene Zarate C A·A 5· 11 165 So, 1 Tampa, Fla . 
.\ 
BIVEN CAR LIS LE DEN TON GITTENS 
R ick Alfonso Sophomore. C Tampa, Fla. 
Alfonso comes to Western for the 1979 season after transfe rri ng from 
Miami Dade Junior College ... As a senior at powerful Tampa Catholic 
High he was named first-team A II·Amer ican, and had the distinct ion of 
"cat ch ing" a future pro signee in each of his four seasons as a 
starter ... Shol lenberger calls Al f onso "the best high school cat cher I've 
ever seen", .Hit .292 in Western's fall exh ibition season . 
Rick Saker Junior , P Reisterstown. Md . 
Baker begins his third season at Western as one of the H ill toppers' top 
retu rn ing pitchers . .. Posted a fine 4 -2 mar k a yea r ago ... Most 
impressive win of the year was a 10-0 shutou t over Kent ucky Wesleyan 
(10 strikeouts), .. A hard wor ker and fierce compet it o r , Baker shou ld 
be in the running for All-Conference hono rs. 
1977 
1978 
IP H R-ER BB SO 
49 54 3 1-20 27 44 
37 2/ 3 42 30-19 27 27 
ERA 
3.67 
4.53 
W-L 
1-3 
4-2 
Rick Becker Junior , P Cincinnati. Ohio 
Beck er, a hard -th rowi ng righthander , begins his f irst season at West ern 
a ft er trans f e r ri n g from Cu mber l an d (Ten n .) Junior 
Co llege ... Shollenberger feels "Becker has the size, arm and att i tude to 
be a p ro pitcher" ... Last fall, Becker had a 2 .70 ERA i n 8 exhibi t ion 
games. 
Mark Biven Senior , P Louisville , Ky . 
A th ree year st arter, Biven begins his final season at Western ... One of 
the team 's most consistent pitchers in each o f the past t wo seasons , he 
is Western 's top ret u rning moundsman for 1979, and shou ld take Pau l 
Orberson's place as t he club's "stopper" ... Biven posted a 4 -2 record 
last year, with one of the victories coming in a relief appearance against 
Murray State that cli nched the West ern Division championship f or the 
H illtoppers ... Voted Western's "Most Outstand ing Pit cher" in 1977 . 
1976 
1977 
1978 
A8 R H 2B 38 H R RBI AVG. 
7 3 200 1 .285 
IP H R·ER BB SO ERA W-L 
33 2/ 3 28 14·9 18 21 2.41 2 -2 
63 2/ 3 60 28·20 22 35 2.83 4·2 
Fredd ie Ca rlis le Senior , 2B Albany , Ga . 
Carlisle was Western's starting second baseman a yea r ago, h i tt ing .276 
in 33 games ... Came to Western after two ou tst andi ng years at Middle 
Georgia Jun ior College, where he was twice nam ed A II·State .. . A s a 
freshman in 1975, he was named Most Val uable Player in the Region 17 
tournament, and participated in the NJCAA Worl d Series ... Carli sl e is 
descr ibed by Sho l lenberger as "a game player." 
A B R H 2B 3B H R 
1978 98 20 27 6 
RBI 
16 
AVG. 
_276 
Wayne Denton Senior , P Old H ickory, Tenn . 
Denton came to Western with great credentials in 19 78 aft er two fi ne 
seasons at Volunteer State (Tenn.) Jun ior Co l lege ... Las t season, 
hOlNCver, he was plagued by arm t roub le w h ich limi t ed hi s t im e and 
effec t iveness on the mound ... The left hander f ir st gained notor iety 
w hile p er forming for the Nashville Shoet iques, one of the top American 
McKINLEY MURRAY PAYNE 
Legion teams in the South ... Had 2.75 ERA in five games during fall 
exhibition season. 
IP 
1978 11 
H 
16 
R-ER 
16·10 
BB 
13 
SO 
14 
ERA W- L 
8 .18 0 -2 
Rick Despaux Junior, OF Crestview, Fla . 
Comes to Western as transfer from Lurleen B. Wallace (Ala.) Junior 
Co l lege where he hit .288 a year ago ... Po ssesses all the tools to become 
an outstanding certerfielder ... Has st rongest throwing arm of all 
Hilltopper outfielders ... Played high school ball under Western assistant 
coach Joel Murrie at Crestview. 
Kenny Fox Junior,3B Nassau, Bahamas 
Start s first season at Western after transferring from Chipola (Fla.) 
Junior College ... Had an outstanding fal l exhibition season in which he 
led the team in nearly every hitting category, including a scorching .520 
batting average ... Has good hands and st rong throwing arm in addition 
to his big bat. .. A definite pro prospect. 
R ick Gittens Senior, P Gainesville, Fla. 
Gittens was instrumental in Western winning the avc's Western 
Division t itle last spring .. . Short reliever cal led "the Sparky Ly le of our 
staff" by Shollenberger ... Proved to be a cool customer in crucial 
games, posting a f ine 3.16 ERA last year ... A finesse pit cher, Gittens 
will aga in be a mainstay of the 'Topper bu llpen ... Had excellent fall 
season appear ing in club'leading 14 games and posting sparkl ing 1.85 
ERA. 
IP H 
1978 26 1/ 3 28 
R-ER 
21·11 
BB 
18 
SO 
26 
ERA W·L 
3.16 2-3 
Larry Glasscock Junior, P Louisvi lle, Ky . 
Glasscoc k comes to Western after t vvo fine years at Martin (Tenn.) 
Junior College ... Power pi tcher with good control. .. Had outstanding 
fall ex hibition season post ing nifty 1 .64 ERA in 38 2 /3 
i nn i ngs ... Voted top left handed pitcher o f the fall by fellow 
teammates. 
Mike Green Senior , C Gainesville , Fla. 
Showed outstandi ng improvem ent last year as designated hitter, and 
backup ca tcher to now departed David Kendall. .. H it at .255 clip a 
year ago, li fting average 80 points over previous season when he was 
slowed by knee injury ... Played in Kirby Ferrell Collegiate League last 
summer and "continued to show great improvement, " according to 
Shollenberger .. Figures to see a lot of action behind the plate this 
season. 
1977 
1978 
AB 
57 
94 
R 
6 
19 
H 
10 
24 
2B 
1 
7 
3B 
o 
o 
HR 
4 
3 
RBI 
12 
15 
AVG. 
.175 
.255 
Joe Hathcock Junior,DH Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Hathcock is a transfer from M idd le Georgia Junior College where he hit 
.3 85 as a sop h omore ... F irst player ever rec r uited by 
Shol l enberger. .Sol id contender fo r des ignated hitter role this 
PHILLIPS ROCCO SAPP WILLIFORD 
season ... Versati le performer who can p lay other positions. 
Ben Jones Jun ior, P Mobile, A la. 
One of three transfers from Lurleen B. Wallace (Ala.) Junior Co llege on 
t his year 's squad .. Hard throwing lefty who figures to compete for 
spo t i n 'Topper starting ro tati on this season ... F inished fall exh ibition 
season w ith 2.50 ERA in 36 innings pitched. 
Marty Mason Junior, P Montgomery, Ala . 
Another transfer from Lurleen B. Wallace (A la.) Junior Col lege, where 
he fi nished 8-2 last year ... Had tremendous fal l exhibit ion season 
p osting a sparkling 1.95 ERA. . Vo ted by Teammates as top 
righthanded pitcher following fall season . 
Jeff McKinley Senior , P Campbell svi lle. Ky. 
Lef-thanded f ireballer has been somewhat errat ic as three year starter at 
Western ... Had dissappointing season last year after an excellent 
sophomore year. .. Coaches are hoping he wil l r egai n t he form that 
made him the fifth -leading str ikeouts-per-innings-pit ched man in the 
nation in 1977 (58 K 's in 47 2/3 innings pit ched ) ... Despite 
inconsi stency he has been brilliant at times ... Had 14 st ri keo u ts against 
NAIA National Champion Davi d Lipscomb in 1977. 
1976 
1977 
1978 
IP H R-ER BB SO ERA WL 
18 12 12-9 16 14 4 .50 0-3 
47 2/3 39 28-24 40 58 4.57 
49 2/ 3 47 45-29 44 2 1 5 .25 
4-4 
3-3 
Walt McThenny Junior, 1 B Melbourne. Fla. 
McThenny. a junior college transfer from Brevard (F la.), was the 
fourth-leading home run h itter in Florida JUCO's last season w ith 
seven . . . Will battle Mike Williams for starting position at first base. 
Mike Murray Junior, SS Fort Mitchell . Ky . 
Murray was named A II-O Ve shortstop last year after hitti ng a robust 
.317 ... He was third on the team in both home runs (seven ) and RB I 
(3 11 ... Led the Hill t opper s in sto len bases for the second consecutive 
year by swip in g 13 last seaso n . 
AB R H 2B 3 B 
1977 137 27 41 6 1 
1978 154 42 48 7 
HR 
4 
7 
RBI 
14 
31 
AVG. 
.299 
.317 
Charlie Payne Senior , 28 GOOdlettsvi lle. Tenn . 
Payne hit .224 as a part-t ime player a year ago ... Came to Western 
after two brilliant seasons at Vo lunteer State (Ten n.) Junior College 
where he was a two·time Tennessee state batting champion . . . Hit .301 
in fall exhibition season and should see plenty of action at second base. 
A B R H 2B 3B HR RBI AVG. 
1978 67 12 15 3 0 0 8 .224 
Leonard Phillips Senior, OF Ro swell , Ga. 
Phillips hit .265 in 1978 after t ran sferring from Middle Georgia 
College ... As a sophomore at Middle Georgia. Phill ips batted .324 and 
showed good speed on the basepaths, stealing 14 bases in 14 
attempts .. . Had a fin e season this fall hitting .282 and fi n ish ing second 
on t he squad in RBI with 2 1. 
AB R H 2B 
1978 83 20 22 7 
3B HR 
1 
RBI 
12 
AVG. 
.265 
Ron Rocco Junior, 3B Braddock Hills, Pa . 
Rocco was named al l-OVe last spring after hitt ing .296 and fi n ish ing 
fourth on t he club in R BI with 23 . .. T ra nsferred to Western after 
play ing his f r eshman season at Nevada- Las Vegas . .. Had o ff-season at 
plate in the fal l 1. 188) .. . Will battle JUeO t ransfer Kenny Fox for 
starting t h ird base jo b ... Can play any of t he four in f ield posi tion s. 
AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI AVG. 
1978 135 26 40 7 23 .296 
Tommy Sapp Senior, OF Loganville, Ga . 
Sapp batted .241 last season with five HR and 15 RBI. Twelve o f his 19 
hit s went for ex t ra bases ... Two of his ho mers came against 
h ighly -ranked Miam i (Fla.l and Flor ida State . Came to Western after 
two fine seasons at M iddle Georgia, where he hit .340 and was nam ed 
A ll -State as a sophomore. 
AB R H 
1978 79 11 19 
2B 
7 
3B 
o 
HR 
5 
RBI 
15 
AVG. 
.241 
Ron Stewart Junior, OF Tampa, Fla . 
Stewart wi l l be in t he runni ng for the left field job this spr ing, after 
t ransferr ing from Florida College ... Had an o utstanding season last 
year, f in ishing as the th ird-leading F lor ida JUeO hi tter (.3421. .. He also 
had eight homers and 33 R8 1s ... Has good speed and a f ine glove. 
Marty Varnadoe Junior, P Griffin, Ga . 
Varnadoe comes to Western from Midd le Georgia Co l lege where he was 
the ace of the sta ff in 1977 w i t h an 8-1 record ... Gutsy competitor 
w ith a good break ing ball. .. Sat out last season as a red-shi r t. 
Mark Williams Junior, P Tampa, Fl~ . 
Williams comes to Western as a trans fer f rom H il lsboro Community 
College in Tampa, Fla ... Was 9-4 in 1978 and was named to the F lorida 
A ll -State team, in lead ing his team to t he runner -up spot in the F lorida 
Junior College league ... Had 55 K's in 84 inn ings pitched last season. 
Mike Williams Sophomore, P-1S Shelbyville , Ky . 
Wil liams was 1-0 in 1978 in 18 innings pit ched ... Can also play fi rst 
base ... Had ou tstanding career at Shelby County High School where he 
h it 15 home ru ns his senior year and earned All-Amer ican honors ... In 
Wes tern's fal l exhibit ion season he hit .343 wi t h a club-lead ing f ive 
home runs ... In addition. he posted a 3.93 ERA on the mound . 
LloVd Williford Senior , OF Bowling Green. Ky . 
Willi f ord . one of two local products on the squad. hit a b lister ing .368 
in l imi ted act ion a yea r ago ... Also a capable moundsman, he pitched 
for Shallenberger when t he two were at M idd le Georgia . . . Consistent in 
all phases of the game, Wi ll iford will be in the ru nning for the start ing 
left field job this spring. 
AB R H 
1978 19 4 7 
2B 3B 
o 
HR 
1 
RBI 
4 
AVG. 
.368 
Rene Zarate Sophomore, C Tampa. Fla . 
Zarate. a converted th ird baseman, w ill be one of three catcher s on the 
squad t his season. . H i t a so l i d .3 4 2 in 20 games las t 
year . 
1978 
A B 
3B 
R 
5 
H 
13 
2B 
4 
3B 
o 
HR 
2 
RBI 
9 
AVG .. 
.342 
